A NEW RANGE
'FOR THE SOUTH-WENT

BRISTOL & DISTRICT REVOLVER &
PISTOL CLUB was formed in 1955, and
during the first year a modest band of
some twenty members turned out on
Saturday afternoons and Sunday morn-
ings for pistol practice with whatever they
had. We closed down for the winter but
when we met again in spring of 1956 it
was decided that we would try 1o get the
use of an indoor .22 range in a TA Drill
Hall during the winter months, and it was
this that kept the Club together in the
early vears although the Club was then,
and still 18, primarily a Tullbore Club,

Bristol. We applied for a Range Safety
Certificate for seven targets which was
granted with no argument, the only
provise being that we put in some fifty
tons of grit for a stop-butt instead of
relying on the quarry detritus as we had
intended.

We intended from the start to use the
then-new UIT disciplines instead of the
banal NSRA 20-vard stuff, so we installed
firing-points (i.e. lines on which 10 place
the tables) at 25 and 50 metres, but (he
longer range was little used, Because the
side-wall of the quarry was curved, only
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The 25 metre firing poind as it was immediately before work began (note digger tidying up the stop-

butth.

We had started by using a TA Rifle
Range at Pilning, on the Seven bank
north of Bristol, but this was dreadfully
exposed with a steady gale hlowing up the
Bristol Channel, and we started looking
for a less exposed venue which we found
in the old aireraft machine-gun range at
Filton Aerodrome. However, afler a
couple of years the RAFVR 501 Squadron
became operational again, this being the
time of Sucz, and we had 1o look for a
third home which we found in an
abandoned quarry on the ther side of

lour people could shoot which meant that
the others had to wait until they had
finished; consequently we retained the
fifty-metre point only for competition
use. During the next ten years we
increased  the number ol targeis to
fourteen, installed a paved Moor and a
corrugated iron roofl over the 25 metres
point and installed turning targets. The
fiest set of Llhese was part of (he
equipment installed at Bisley for the 1948
Olympic Games, so [ suppose that we are
one of the very, very few clubs to have

actual Olympic equipment; it consisted of
a heavy baulk of wood with six iron
sockets inserted and a long iron bar
behind connected 1o each socket, and a
pully. You connected a length of wire
rope to the bar, threaded it through the
pulley, and pulled on the other end. This
was replaced by more sophisticated equip-
ment which we obtained from Jackeast.

We had startecd with a ten-vear lease but
the landlord was not concerned with rent,
and we carried on under a weekly tenancy
arrangement until our landlord’s own
lease  expired and the head landlord
invited us 1o negotiate for a new lease. It
would be a considerable understatement
to say that he was “‘difficult” but when
we learned that one of our co-tenants had
bought his freehold we asked if we might
do the same. To our considerable surprise
and delight he agreed, asking a fairly
modest sum, much below that which we
had anticipated.

Range development

We were now in business [or ourselves,
and considered how we should develop
the range so as to make it something we
could be proud of. The name of the club
had already been changed by altering
“Revolver' to “Rifle', and we started
planning for an all-purpose [ifty-metre
range which could be used for prone .22
rifle at 50 metres, as well as for pistol at
all lesser ranges, and which could be
offered for hire 10 County and other
organisations for Championship meet-
ings, but a lot of work had to be done
first. The guarry was shaped like a dog-
leg, with a small lower quarry excavated
al the kneejoint where the [ilty metre
point should be, and the Moor sloped
downhill to the targets; the walls would
have to be straightened, the floor grade
and the lower guarry filled in. So we
appointed a Range Officer who was a
builder and civil engineer by trade and be
got on with the preliminary work whilst
plans were prepared by a Commitiee, He
was then voted out ol office and his
successor did more work on the plans but
had to resign because of pressure of work
after he had submitted the plans to the
MaD at Warminster.

The man who finished the work was
Alan Cooper. Under the new plans the
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